A fundamental principle of Batesian mimicry is that it pays to look like a local harmful species that is recognizable to other local species (receivers). Mimicking an allopatric species confers no benefit, as it is not recognizable to local species. It is thought that the common cuckoo, Cuculus canorus, is a Batesian mimic of the Eurasian sparrowhawk, Accipiter nisus, predominantly via its barred plumage, which facilitates access to host nests to deposit eggs. Barring is widespread in five genera of Old World cuckoos, unlike nonparasitic cuckoos, and evolved after the evolution of parasitism. Although barred plumage is predominant in parasitic cuckoos, it is unclear whether it may have a widespread function in cuckooehawk mimicry. If widespread, there should be a visual similarity between all five genera of Old World parasitic cuckoos and sympatric raptors. In addition, given that it pays to look like a local harmful species, sympatry should predict the degree of similarity. We compared barred plumage from all five genera of parasitic Old World cuckoos and up to eight sympatric raptors using digital image analysis. Cuckoos predominantly matched most raptors for at least one pattern attribute. In addition, three out of five cuckoos closely resembled a sympatric raptor for all barred pattern attributes examined, and potential model species were not confined to sparrowhawks. Habitat did not appear to influence plumage pattern similarity in most species studied. Finally, the barred plumage of sympatric species was more similar in appearance than those in allopatry. Together this demonstrates that cuckoos look like a local harmful species, which is congruous with Batesian mimicry. Ó 2013 The Association for the Study of Animal Behaviour. Published by Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
In Batesian mimicry, a harmless species mimics an unpalatable or a harmful one. For example, Dismorphia butterflies (mimics) vary their colour pattern according to the local species of toxic Neotropical Heliconius butterflies (models; Bates 1862). By looking like a familiar unpalatable model, the mimic avoids detection. Therefore, a fundamental principle of Batesian mimicry is that there is an advantage to looking like a local unpalatable or harmful species that is recognizable.
Parasitic cuckoos are an extraordinary example of mimicry with diverse strategies to trick hosts into rearing their young (Davies 2011). Some cuckoos closely mimic the eggs of their hosts (Brooke & Davies 1988; Moskát et al. 2008; Spottiswoode & Stevens 2010 , 2011 Stoddard & Stevens 2010) , and others mimic host nestlings (Langmore et al. 2011) . Studies of brood parasitism in cuckoos have predominantly focused on egg as well as chick mimicry, and have highlighted the drastic impact on host reproductive potential that has set the scene for a well-documented coevolutionary arms race (Moyer 1980; Davies et al. 1996; Davies 2000 Davies , 2011 Soler & Soler 2000; Langmore et al. 2003; Grim 2006; Spottiswoode & Stevens 2011) . However, given that parasitism begins with depositing eggs in a host nest, blocking access to the nest has the greatest potential to minimize reproductive costs (Moksnes et al. 2000; Davies & Welbergen 2009; Feeney et al. 2012) . As a consequence, brood-parasitic cuckoos appear to have evolved a range of strategies to gain access to host nests. For example, in the genera Clamator, Eudynamys and Scythrops it is reported that males elicit a mobbing response to distract hosts while females discreetly lay their eggs in host nests (Gaston 1976; Davies 2000) . However, given the costs that hosts can impose on parasitic cuckoos, inconspicuousness should be favoured to evade detection (Moyer 1980; Davies & Brooke 1988; Langmore et al. 2003; Davies & Welbergen 2008; Pozgayová et al. 2009 ).
Brood-parasitic cuckoos dupe hosts into treating the parasite as if it is something it is not by looking like either a harmless species (aggressive mimicry) or a harmful species (Batesian mimicry). Aggressive mimicry is suspected among drongo cuckoos (Surniculus spp.) that form foraging flocks with multiple species of small passerines, and contribute to the flock by acting as a predator sentinel (Feeney et al. 2012) . Batesian mimicry in cuckoos has been suspected since the time of Aristotle owing to their remarkable resemblance to raptors, especially Accipiter hawks (Wallace 1889). Their striking visual similarity is derived from their yellow eyes and legs, their size
